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Ims must now

ay from Hadith

This article is reproduced from Malaysia's THE SUNDAY STAR of June 22, 1986 (Page
13). It was written by Dr. Kassim Ahmad, renowned Malaysian Leader, Prominent Muslim
Scholar, and, first and foremost, a true Muslim who raises the bamner of true Islam as
originally preached by God's final Prophet Muhammad. There is no doubt that God ad His
invisible and invincible soldiers are supporting Kassim in his current historical stand against
Satan's feeble troops who call themselves "Ulama® (Muslim Scholars!!!). See Qur'an 22:40,
37:171-173, & 40:51. (The Editor)

By Kassim Ahmad

THE Muslims have rwo

sets of ‘2uthentic’ collec-
ticas of Hedith, compiled
reported aileged savings
and acdons of Prophet
Mubammad, firstdy, b
Suani (‘orthodox’) and.
secocdly, by Shia (‘hered-
cal') compilers berween
250 an 3S0 vears after his
death.

Although these com-
pilers adopted whar they
considered were ‘fool-
proof” methods agaiast er-
rors, the authenticity of
the Hadith bas been a
subjest of endless cantro-
yvessy down the centuries,
The majority of Muslim
arthodox theclogians and
jurists since that time bad

decreed that any Muslim -

not upbolding the Hadich
as a source of guidance
2nd law
side the fold of Istam.

In a nutshell, this is the
grtatesl (hlemnn h 11gl
g:} bold
T cnnunue to up
the Hedith in spite of its
self-contradictions, as
their heologians bave
taught, or u decwake a
cigcal re-evaluatioa in
the face of strong opposi-
Hoa bv the conservadve
uloma? '

. The cridcal reevaiya-
dob is ahsolutely neces-
s2r¥ ic crder © cfedave

uts himself out- .

what I consider to be the
greatest impediment to
the development of Mus-
lim thougnt and social
pragres in the modern
world. Anyone who exam-
dnes the Hadith objective-
ly and dispassionately
would find many of them

contradicting the clear,

teachings of the

contradicting itsel and‘

contradicing scie ce and.

history and common
sense,

In my small book, 1.

have Ifwen examples of
adith. In shor, the
Ha.mzhxsmn-sc.iemand
conrary 10 Quranic hu-
g}amsn’rtus ntiga bags
my argument that the
Hadith impedes the de-
velopment of modern
Mushm thought and s0-
cial progress.

As history has remrd-‘

ed, the early Muslims
were world leadess in em-
pire-making, Jlust admin-
1soation, int and
scientific culture and
military strategy and
warfere.

This was the time wben
they were wholly inspired -
and fully imbued by the
liberanag message of the
divine Quran, the o ly
scripture acd teaching
brought by Prophet Mu-
bammad o the Arabs and
mankind. , . . -.

When, beginning from
the entury of ls-
lam onwards, the Muslims
began to furn their minds
to other spources of guid-

ance, pardcularly the Ha-

dith, the downward slide
started. As everybody can
See, the Muslims today
are badly split, warrmz
.2gainst each gmer. i
group ever ready to quar-
rel with another and dif-
- fering with one anotber
"on the smallest of issves,
such as purdab and man-
nerisms in prayer, and
wnsequeaﬂy. occupying
the boftommost position
in the internaticnal com-
munity..

In spite of this, mast of
ui.gx:nea te com-
placeul ud 1 self-

n hteous about r.be s@ate
their religion. They
v:ew any attack on them

or any attempt 3z a crifi~
natica of their .

cai reeval
teachings as an at@ack an
Islam itself.

They have ia fact arro-
gated 10 themselves the

role of custodizns of the .
that-

religion. They assert
there is

—STRE
with the sate of Iglam as .

taught by them; the error
lies in its aon-a::::kiadon
by polidciaas. -

Thsy therefore are now
clamourmag for 2 g':zu-:
role for themselves in

overnment. PAS is in
act proposing to set up
such a dismal medieval
theoiogian-ied state in

m mb!e is that the

majority of the ulama is
no longer the learned of
the Ummah, as their
name implies.

Since the tme they as-
sumed the form of a
g.n:nh' class about the

Mteentp Century and de-
voted thetn:elves purely
to the ‘‘religious”

fraze and along with it
Muslim scxeuce and
thought. Since narure ab-
bors extremes, the ex-
temes wing of the reli-
gious intelligenwia gave
rise to the extreme

of the secniar intelligent- .

m who severed the con-

u:dpuh

‘I‘hnszszherootauseut
the alienation of the
ulama {rom modern
knowledge and contem-
porary society.. -

This explains their
near-hesterical reaction
10 my book2znd teir iz
bility to ccnfront its
scienufic :hz!.le.nge rasio-
pally.

Uaable to coafront the
book’s sciectific ckai-
lenge t-.‘mxnllr. e
soted to characier assas-

sination and mystifica-
rion, with such reparks as
the auwnor was a former
sociaiist leacer, thar hav-
ing rejected wie Haditk he
1S oow an “apostate’, that
he does not read the
Quran in Arabic, that he
uses Oriennaiqt sources
aod not primary souru:s
and so08. ) .

Such arguments. of
cpurse, car noice with the
enlightened, but their car-
getis thevnenligbtened. -

The aim of their @m-
paign is to ccafuse the
people as to the rn:e caa-
tents of my baol. wi &m

peblic support
uutenable posmon ard
pressure the aul tes
tobanit.

All of these go to show
their t fear of the
f’eapies rejection of the

adith. They even irra-
tanally e @t a re-
jection of the Hadith
mezans a rejecson of the
Quran, when they very

-well know that the Quran

is a prolcctz?nadxvme
scripture  suan sepa-
n:e?ybv,.-use_r.

Or cioser examicatiag,
this fear 15 Loked to the
fact that most cf tbe so-
called auibestic Hadizh
candot be sa:d 12 onginere
from the rrophet simse
thev coatradist 26 teasa-




x..gs of the Quran which
ne D’O.lg"t and many of
™= —~1ca.c4'=!esupers(|
hmtheuicma

is tRus in iLenterest
of the uiama 19 uphold
zn2 protect the Hadith. It
_.'aE' L"l“l’ teaching

iane with v:e Quran.
ely 1t is not the

—" Quraz catezorical-
forsids 1t. and tae
t s 2iso reponied
ve for>iddea the
wTinng down of anvthing
from him except the
Quran Since this report
supports the Quran, it can
bs salely regarded as a

source of Muslim juris-
prudence was first for-
2lly stated by the grest
classical jurist. lmam
Shafi'i (d. 820 AD.) some
rwo_hundred vears afier
the Prophet's death.

Tne Hadith of cousse
exasted in cral form from
t~e earliest generatnions of
Isiam. though not in such
stupendous numpers as
exsted at the tme of the
official compilancns. but
s0or to the acceptance of
e Shafi'i junsprudent:ai
theory, they were simply
regarded as precedents.

Right from the tme of
Shaft'i's eounciation of
the theory in his book. al-
Risalch, soorg objections

ine Quraa was perfect.
cc...p'°'ea"" detailed and
the fHadith mere guess-
werk. —-- ..
The histeniezl ecreum-
sizaces : at L"“:I _Time were

v gained gen”a_
¢ and the 20no-
mevement sup-

si1ch
“.’3;“3;

However, it persisted
as a minority suppressed
movemment in the Muslim
comm=umy down the cen-
turies unui today when. to
my mind, conditions are
ripening for its general
acceptance.

The anti-Hadith move-
ment can in 0o way be ta-

do away with the divine
scripture. the Quran, that
he brought to mankind, as
ihe upholders of Hcdith
weuld have the people be-
lieve:

Muhammad, being
God's final prophet to
mankind durmg the
Earzn’s era of scieatific
and technoiogical ad-
vane:. cannot teach such
supersifions as 2re em-
.,ocx*-d in _a great many
Hecuk,

x‘-n: aim of the anti-Hae-
dith movermeq: o ~~eCise-
ly 10 ciear toec great
Propaet of the false tea . -
ings attributed to him. 3
to the Quram it is we
grand, spiritual, rational,

whole of mapkirnd, al-
ready lifting the Arab and
Musiims in the first three
cencturies to great heights,
and, of course, as capable
of acceomp g simiiar
feats for the whole of hu-
maniry in the fature.

Toe Quran is far, very
far above the jumble of
so-czlled proghetic ‘Ha-
dith that the cooserative
theoiocians wish to asso-
ciate it with. -

This is the universal. so-
cial 2od ;lbl. cphical di-
me2s1os . of - e - " and-Ha-
dith movemen: and the
movement back to tue
Quraz, the sole. origina!
apd true teachings of
Prophet Mabammad to

genzize Hadith
The teachisg that the
Hecita is a primary

by the Muslim

New Sunday Times, June 22, 1986

ScorE

Berita Harian

T NOW that the Rellglous Affairs
Dlvislon in the Prime  Minister’s
Department has made known Iis
vlews on Kassim Ahmad's book,
there will certainly be Increasing
pressure to ban It. The edltorial
regrotted that those who are
loudest in secking a ban on the
book arc also the ones who have
becn reluctant to have an open
debate with Kasslm to discuss his
book. The open-mindedness of
Abim In responding to Kassim
Ahmad’s challenge I8 to be
appiauded. The Berita Harlan
added that perhaps the publication
of the book could have been
inspired by the fact that Encik
Kassim was denied the use of a
public forum at the Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysla some
months age as a result of a
directlve by the Selangor Religious
Affairs Department. The rcason
for preventing Kassim from
holding the ceramah was that hels
not an ulama and I8 nat an expert
on the hadith. “It 18 clenr that the
UKM was rcluctnnt to hear the
views of a man whom they regard
as ‘Ignorant’ simply because he
stands outside thclr fleld of
expertise.”

“Who knows, perhaps If the
ceramah had been permitted, Iis
cffect might have been more
positive than what are facing now”,
It 18 unfortunate for the Malays
and Musiims- that there are stlll
pcople who consider. themselves
cxperts In a certain fleld but are
afraid to hear the views of others
who do not share their dlsclpline?

were advanced against it
ationa-
lists oz the grouods that

E@ﬂ TORIAL

kea as a movement to
denigrate the great
Prophet Muhamrmad or to

The paper urged the ulama to
have the “courage” to listen to
other people’s views.

Religlous Issues should not be
excmpted from open debate even
though there might be occasions
when the ulama or the éxperts inn
particular discipline feel that their
credibility 18 challenged: 1f the
uiamaktake prldo In the revival of
Islam, they should be brave
cnough to cope with developments
resuiting from such revival, ©

It is uscless to take pride in the
revival of Isiam if the right to
discuss an Issue of relevance to
Islam continues to bc regarded as
the sole prerogative of the ulama.

It is odd that our ulama often
make usc of their position to ban
this and that, and are prone to
criticise the writings of other
people while they themselves do
not express thelr ideas In writing.

Is it the duty our ulama merely
to act as sources of refcrence or as
agents whose responsibllity 1s to
hand out haram or halal
Judgments? Why should Kassim's
book be the sole object of Inquiry
whereas the books written by
Joseph Schact or Goldziher which
Kassim used a8 hls sources of
refcrence are still sold In our
bookshops?

The paper expressed the hope
that “the ulama would accept
Kassim’s Invitation that the
controversy be solved In n more
Judiclous and convincing manner.”

RN

bumaristic,
message that he brought
to the Arabs and the

the world. It is of far-
reacking world signifi-
cance.

liberating

FROM THE
BAKASA
PA@E%@

Utusan Malaysia

O THE Utusan Maiaysia edlitorial
commenting on Kassim Ahmad’s
book called upon the ulama not to
rely solely on their authority as
religlous leaders to act agalnst
Kassim Ahmad’s book. It would be
more dangerus for the ulama
mcrely/ to resort to conventional
measures.

“Muéllms now are generally less
lncllned to submit themselves to
the nuthorlty of the ulama,” the
Utudan added. Kassim Ahmad’s
book poses not only a challenge to
the credibility of the ulama but
also to thelr scholarship In
rcbutting his arguments In a
rational and convincing manner,
the paper sald.

“What Is urgently needed I8 for
the ulama to prove that Kassim
Ahmad’s views are wrongly based
on sclentiflc arguments as the
present generatlon ol Muslims s
more critical In thelr attitude and
thinking,” the editorial sald. -

“ItIs a heavy task for our ulama
but it Is a responsibility which they
must fulfil as the emergence of
groups questioning Islam In the
past was partly due to the fallure of
our ulama to adjust thelr methods
of explaining Islam in terms that
are relevant to the changes In the
Muslim world.” ' .
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